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Bethesda Lutheran 

Church Bethesda News— 

     December 2021 

Bethesda’s Reason 

for Being… 

Bethesda Lutheran 

Church exists to… 

• Provide a wor-

ship center in 

which to experi-

ence God’s 

presence 

• Equip people 

with a faith that 

works in real 

life 

• Send people 

into the world in 

Jesus’ name to 

serve. 

Prayers of the Church,  Coun-

cil Minutes 

 

Schedules, Treasurer’s Re-

port, LSI News, Soldier Christ-

mas Fair 

  

Smorgasbord,  Christmas Eve 

Service, Blood Bank,  Thank 

Yous 

 

Moorhead Community    

Christmas, Sunday School 

Program, Annual Meeting,, 

Gifts of the Season 

 

Volunteer Opportunities, 

Faith Bible Church Invitation 

 

Calendar 
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Inside This Month: 

 
  

 

   I remember watching Jack Klugman portray a medical examiner in the 
television show Quincy, M.E. He was always the person who looked be-
yond the obvious to find clues that would help everyone understand what 
was really going on. I like the show. Maybe it was because my dad was a 
police detective and had spent time teaching me to observe the things 
around me, gather information and only when a pattern emerged, begin to 
make a judgement about what was happening. 

 

  That skill, calling on observation and patience, is an important part of my 
story—and is a key part of our story as people of faith. We look for clues of 
God’s presence in the ordinary places in our lives. Each glimmer of hope, 
each expression of kindness, each timely coincidence may be the quiet 
whisper of the Holy Spirit encouraging us to trust in the God who calls us 
beloved children. 

 

   All around us there are voices that try to convince us our story is one of 
scarcity, of futility, of vulnerability and powerlessness. Those voices are 
loud, they are distracting, they are overbearing. Advent, however, is a gift 
from God that allows us to be in a place of peace, a place of tranquility, a 
place where the seemingly impossible is in fact reality. 

 

   Who could have predicted that centuries of divine patience would find its 
ultimate expression in the baby of a young couple, far from home? 
This Advent, we are invited to see God’s purpose in Jesus and in our own 
lives, to experience the power of his presence and bring it to those who 
long for hope, to give thanks for his patience and pray for more of it in our 
own actions and finally participate in proclaiming the angels’ “good news of 
great joy.” 

 

   May our journey through Advent bring us to deeper trust in the God who 
calls us beloved. 
 
 
      Pastor Chip 

mailto:PastorBorgstadt@gmail.com
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                                                         Prayers of the Church 

   President Russell Stanislav called the meeting 

to order at 11:45 am. Pastor Chip offered a 

prayer. Attending Russell Stanislav, Pastor Chip, 

Sharon Holverson, Mike Vaughn, Alan Johnson, 

Lisa Johnson, David McWilliams, Roger Hanson. 

Absent: Jim Rains. 

   Minutes were read. Correction was made of 

confirmation students are Landon 

Johnson, Lydiah Johnson, and Hadlie Stanislav. 

Mike made a motion to approve the minutes 

and Russell seconded. Motion carried. 

   Youth report: There has been good attendance 

to Sunday school classes but there seems to be 

the need to create a third group of students. 

Maggie and Russell and Lisa will meet to dis-

cuss. Lisa will take the group with students third 

through fifth or sixth grade. We have two new 

students who need bibles along with Makenzie 

Jenson and Russell will find out how to contact 

those families. 

   Pastor’s report: Pastor is looking at new ways 

to enhance the online worship experience for 

Regular Church Council Meeting 

November 7, 2021 

   God of the covenant, we give You glory 

and honor for sending Your Son Jesus 

Christ to fulfill all Your promises. By Your 

grace send us now preachers of repent-

ance who will make us a people prepared 

to receive Him in faith. Lead us to rejoice in 

His coming in the flesh to accomplish all 

things for our salvation. Fill us with hope 

that we may be in constant readiness for 

the day of His coming again. Grant us Your 

Spirit that we may live as those who know 

that He who has come is with us now, that 

we may be with Him when all shall behold 

His coming. In His name we ask it. Amen. 

Lutheran Book of Prayer—Pg 56 

We pray for healing of all in need: 

 Sharon Holverson 

 Diane Kalskett 

 Lisa Solberg 

 Gordon, Gabriel, Christian, Izaiah, and 

Amy 

 Daryle Lauritsen 

 Jay Lindsey 

 Kathi Aubry 

 Todd Pape 

 Lenyce Lawrenson 

      Merciful God, we give thanks for 

all missionaries who have brought 

your message of hope to new com-

munities and wiped away tears. Con-

tinue to raise up courageous mission-

aries to share your gospel of hope.  

   Creating God, we praise you for 

abundant harvest and the goodness 

of creation. Create communities of 

care for your earth so that all land, 

water, and soil will be celebrated and 

cherished by future generations. 

   God of peace, we give you thanks 

for nations of peace that serve as a 

refuge for all whose homelands are 

afflicted with violence. Strengthen 

those who continue to work for peace 

and support all veterans who carry 

the scars of war. 

   God of justice, we praise you for the 

feeding ministries and all the meals 

that bring people together for nour-

ishment and fellowship. Bless chefs, 

bakers, servers, dishwashers, com-

munion assistants, and meal ministry  

coordinators. 

   God of the ages, we give you 

thanks for the saints of this congre-

gation who have inspired, chal-

lenged, loved and taught us. Wipe 

away our tears and lead us by their 

example until we feast together on 

your holy mountain. This year we 

especially remember Ethel Mae Kratz 

and all those others we have known 

and loved. We also remember the 

family and friends of Dwight Swen-

son as they mourn his passing. We 

ask you to use us to serve your 

world, just as you used the lives of 

the saints who have gone before us. 

  Amen. 

both churches. By January 1, 2021 we will get a 

prototype in place and ready to try for six months. 

Music, and worship, and scriptures will be deliv-

ered to enhance the message and the worship 

experience. He and David will see how to go 

about the technology to implement this. Also to 

see how we could implement a “donate “ button 

to make offering online possible. 

   Old Business: Roger will again talk to someone 

about cleaning up and painting the men’s re-

stroom. 

   New Business: Thanksgiving Eve service will be 

dropped this year. Roadside cleanup is open 

again for next spring. Smorgasbord will be held 

12/5/2021. Advent liturgy will be sung to tunes 

of Christmas Carols. 

   Alan made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

David seconded. Russell adjourned the meeting 

at 12:30.pm 

   Next meeting will be December 5, 2021. 

   Council closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Dec/Jan Schedules  

Dec Ushers: 

*Mike Vaughn 

Gary Kalskett 

Jan Ushers: 

*Sam Johnson 

Harold Remmenga 

 

Scripture Readers: 

Dec 5 - Jim Rains 

Dec 12 - Maggie Rains 

Dec 19 - Harold Rem-

menga 

Dec 26 - Russell Stanislav 

Jan 2 - Cathy Stephens 

Jan 9 - Mike Vaughn 

Jan 16 - Angie Bothwell 

Jan 23 - Darlene Bowman 

Jan 30 - Roger Hansen 

 

Acolytes: 

Dec 5 - Chenoa & Aiyana 

Dec 12 - Lauryn & Eli 

Dec 19 - Novie & Hadlie 

Dec 26 - Landon & Lydiah 

Jan 2 - Chenoa & Aiyana 

Jan 9 - Lauryn & Eli 

Jan 16 - Novie & Hadlie 

Jan 23 - Landon & Lydiah 

Jan 30 - Chenoa & Aiyana 

 

Communion Assistants: 

Dec - Angie Bothwell 

Jan - Christina Haug 

 

Communion Dates: 

Dec 5 - First Sunday 

Dec 12 - Second Sunday 

Dec 19 - Third Sunday 

Jan 2 - First Sunday 

Jan 16 - Third Sunday 

 

Altar Care: 

Dec - Colleen Shol 

         Darlene Bowman 

         Susan Johnson 

Jan - Sharon Holverson 

 

Altar Colors: 

Nov 28 - Dec 23 - Blue 

Dec 24 - Jan 9 - White 

Jan 16 - Feb 6 - Green 

 

Merry Christmas from LSI! 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it.” — John 1:5 

 

As Christmas approaches, we give thanks to you! This year has 

been another difficult time for all of us, and we are grateful for 

the Iowans who have stepped up just for the sake of giving and 

helping the people LSI is privileged to serve. Thank you for 

bringing the light of Christ to your neighbors who rely on these 

important services! 

At LSI, we know many people experiencing deep darkness. We 

know parents who feel hopeless, with little resources to raise 

their young children. We know adults with disabilities who feel 

voiceless, with no support system or connection to their com-

munity. We know teens who are aging out of foster care, who 

fear they will never have a forever family. 

The holidays can be an especially difficult time for our neigh-

bors who are so often overlooked in our society. In the spirit of 

giving, the spirit of love, and the spirit of working together, let us 

stand with them and lift them up this Christmas season.  LSI’s 

annual matching gift campaign is currently active, and those 

making a new or increased financial gift can double their impact 

through the end of the year. If you would like to learn more 

about how you can support Iowa children and families, contact 

Deb Whitford, LSI Director of Philanthropy and Church Rela-

tions, at 563.676.2065 or Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org. 

Wishing you a blessed and merry Christmas from LSI!  

 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of 

Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated 

social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA 

(Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a member of 

LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve people 

of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national 

origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations.  Learn more 

at www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 

Never Alone 

Two years ago, Kayla knew it was time for a change in her life. 

She had struggled with substance use for years. When she was 

pregnant with her youngest son, Rafe, she was determined to 

build a brighter future for him. She entered treatment to become 

sober and create a healthy home for her baby. While in treat-

ment, Kayla enrolled in the HOPES program through LSI Early 

Childhood Services, which provides in-home parenting educa-

tion and guidance for parents of young children. Kellie, Kayla’s 

LSI worker, met with her every week to ensure she had all the 

resources and support she needed to raise Rafe in her home. 

They kept track of all his important developmental milestones, 

sharing smiles and laughs along the way. Whether it was sup-

plying diapers or being a listening ear, Kellie was always there 

for Kayla. Kayla is now two years sober, has a job as a chef, 

and feels empowered and confident that she has everything 

she needs to help her family thrive. 

“I just feel overwhelmed and overjoyed. I never thought I could 

do all this, so I’m proud of myself,” she says. “There are people 

at LSI that care about you. They are there to support you and 

they are willing to help.” 

LSI News 

November Offering, Attendance & Balances 

Nov 7 -  (37) -    $1,392.00     Checking             $    7,375.62      

Nov 14 - (28) -        500.00     Back Up Funds   $  13,522.72 

Nov 21 - (30) -        555.00     Emergency          $    3,967.42 

Nov 28 - (36) -   10,710.00     Memorial            $    9,034.97 

Thanksgiving -         150.00     Youth                  $       690.30 

World Hunger -          60.00     

Soldier Lutheran Church  

Christmas Fair 

Postponed to December 4th 

Beginning at 10 A.M. 

 

Soup & Sandwiches, Pie 

Bake Sale, Crafts, and Lefsa  

Come for the fun and Fellowship!! 

 
 

 



 4 

 

 

 

 

A heartfelt thanks for the Cheer Box. Rita and I have en-
joyed the goodies and the loving kindness they expressed. 
You are a blessing!  
    Pastor Chip & Rita 
 
BLCW Group: 
Thanks for the beautiful Thanksgiving box that was given 
to Joyce and I. We are blessed to have such kind neigh-
bors. May all of you be blest with upcoming special church 
days. 
Janet & Joyce 
 
BLCW: 
At this time of Thanksgiving, our thoughts turn to you with 
warm appreciation. Out Best Wishes for a Happy Thanks-
giving!! 
The Thivium Philanthropy Team 

 

 

LIfeServe Blood Bank 

Moorhead Community Building 

Monday, December 13, 2021 

1:30 to 4:45 PM 

 

An appointment to donate blood is appreciated. 

Some walk-ins allowed depending on numbers. 

Please remember to bring your ID. 

Text “LIFESERVE’ TO 999-777  to make your ap-

pointment or call 800-287-4903. 

**If you or someone you know has recovered 

from COVID-19 and are interested in donating life-

saving plasma, please contact LifeServe Blood 

Center representative Allison Wegner at 712-635-

4930.  

A big THANK YOU to all who make the effort and 

take the time to donate blood. Every donation 

helps three people in need. You can be a hero!! 

Sunday, December 5, 2021 

Annual Scandinavian Smorgasbord 
Come and enjoy our annual Christmas event. 

We sing Christmas carols 

beginning at 6 PM with the 

meal to follow at 6:30 PM. 

In the dark of December 

Bringing the foods made from 

Recipes remembered. 

Carols singing and laughter 

Followed by grace and thanksgiving 

The church glowing with lights 

As memories become living. 

Lefsa, krumkaka, kringle cookies and cakes 

Rulle polse and finker, pickled herring on 

plates. 

The menu a testament to our ancestors the 

Danes 

So many are gone but their legacy remains. 

Through fellowship and food, past and present 

meet 

Each smorgasbord an opportunity for history to 

repeat. 

                                 Written by Lisa Johnson 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Friday, December 24, 2021 

7 P.M. 

   Please note the time change. We will gather for a 7 

P.M. service. St John’s service will be at 5 P.M.  Come 

and join us for this special service. The whole commu-

nity is invited.  

   Let Pastor Chip know if you are willing to share spe-

cial music for the service. 

   Congregation members are invited to contribute a 

Poinsettia in honor or memory of loved ones for our 

Advent and Christmas worship space.  Poinsettias 

help us remember God’s love that lives 

and blooms in the midst of winter.  They 

are white to remind us of Christ’s holi-

ness, and red to reminds us of the blood 

he shed for us on the cross.  If you 

would like to give a Poinsettia.  Please 

let Mary Hieber know. Her phone  

                       number is 886-5379.  
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Annual Meeting Scheduled for 

January 16, 2022 

Following 10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

2021 Annual Reports 

Due by January 3 

   Annual reports can be put in the usher’s pew 

or emailed to moorhead.bethesda@wisynod.org.  

    Everyone is invited and requested to join the 

annual meeting of Bethesda Lutheran Church. 

The meeting is a time to elect board members, 

deal with old business, and also bring to light 

new business. Your ideas and suggestions are 

welcome on how to better continue our mission 

of Providing a worship center in which to experi-

ence God’s presence, Equipping people with a 

faith that works in real life, and Sending people 

into the world in Jesus’ name to serve. All of us 

are a part of God’s Body in this church. We want 

all to be in on the worshipping, the decision 

making and the fellowship of Bethesda. Please 

come to the meeting to participate or to learn 

just how and what decisions are made. 

    Following the Annual Meeting there will be a 

potluck dinner. Please bring a dish or two to 

share and join in the fellowship.  

     

Moorhead Community Christmas 

Saturday, December 5th 
 

Soup Supper from 5—6:30 p.m. 

Presents and Santa Visit 

Sponsored with the help of Thrivent Financial 

* * * * * * * * * 

Sunday School Christmas Program 

Sunday, December 19th 
 

Come to see the Sunday School children 

present the good news of Jesus’ birth. The 

awe and excitement of Christmas will be 

brought to you by music and stories.  

* * * * * * * * * 

Bethesda Lutheran Church Invites You to 

Enjoy 

The Gifts of the Season 

Sunday, December 5 - The Gift of Presence 

Sunday, December 12 - The Gift of Patience 

Sunday, December 19 - The Gift of Participa-

tion 

This is the season where we turn our 

thoughts to others - to those we love, to 

those in need, to those who are patiently 

longing for purpose, presence and participa-

tion. We will explore the Good News of God’s 

love for all people that is found in living like 

Jesus. All are welcome to our  

10:30 Worship Services. 
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Faith Bible Church—Mapleton 

305 Sioux Street 

Wednesday, Dec 8 6:30 pm - 8 pm 

Saturday, Dec 11 5:30pm - 7:30 pm 
Experience the sights, sounds and smells of 

Bethlehem on two different nights this year. 

There will be a guided tour of Bethlehem inside 

the church, a marketplace neighborhood to ex-

plore with activities, demonstrations, local Beth-

lehem residents selling their wares, and simple 

crafts to complete, and a live petting zoo outside 

with a small treat to enjoy.  In the event we have 

to change our plans for any reason, updates will 

be posted on the Facebook page - Faith Bible 

Church. This is a great way to share the true 

meaning of Christmas. We would love to wel-

come you and your friends! 

Bethesda Lutheran Church Women 

Its time to start thinking about putting together a new 

BLCW Book for the upcoming year!  Many thanks to every-

one who has served on the many committees that serve 

and care for our congregation and community!  Would you 

be willing to serve on the same committee next year?  

Would you like a chance to serve on another committee?  

Are you a new member and would like the chance to be 

more involved by serving on a committee in the year to 

come?  Take time to review to BLCW serving book this 

month and let a steering committee member (Colleen 

Shol, Susan Johnson, or Mary Hieber), know where you 

would like to serve in the year to come! 

We have some volunteers that have served for many, 

many years and who are ready to hand over the responsi-

bilities to someone else. We need to have others step up 

and fill the voids. As we are getting to be a smaller and 

smaller group, we need to serve on more than one com-

mittee.  

Committees needing volunteers at this time include the 

Service Committee that is responsible for Funeral Lunch-

eons and Coffee Fellowship after church on Sundays. We 

also need someone to serve on the Altar Care Committee 

and a new treasurer for the BLCW. Would you be willing to 

serve as a supply buyer for the church’s kitchen and other 

supplies? If you are willing to donate some time to one of 

these committees, please contact Susan Johnson or Mary 

Hieber. We really need your help!! 

  

Ushers and Scripture Readers 

Many thanks to everyone who has helped 

lead worship by ushering and serving as a 

scripture reader throughout the past year.  If 

you would like your name added to the scrip-

ture readers list or if you would like to serve 

as an usher in 2022, let Mike Vaughn or Su-

san Johnson know. 

Have a Blessed Christmas! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Confirmation 

online is at: 

NewConfirma-

tion.us 

 

  1 

Pastor in Dunlap 

 

 

2 

 

Pastor Chip’s Day 

at Moorhead 

 

 

3 4 

 

5 

9:30 AM Sunday 

School 

10:30 AM Wor-

ship with Holy 

Communion 

Church Council 

following worship 

Confirmation 

Following Wor-

ship  

Smorgasbord at 6  

6 

8 PM  AA /Alanon 

 

7 

 

8 

Pastor in Dunlap 

5 - 6 p.m.  

Confirmation at 

St John  

9 

Pastor Chip’s Day 

at Moorhead 

10 

 

11 

12 

9:30 AM Sunday 

School 

10:30 AM Wor-

ship  

 

13 

8 PM  AA /Alanon 

 

 

14 15 

Pastor in Dunlap 

5 - 6 p.m.  

Confirmation at 

St John  

 

16 

Pastor Chip’s Day 

at Moorhead 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

9:30 AM Sunday 

School 

10:30 AM Wor-

ship  with Holy 

Communion and 

Sunday School 

Christmas Pro-

gram 

20 

8 PM  AA /Alanon 

21 

 

22 

Pastor in Dunlap 

5 - 6 p.m.  

Confirmation at 

St John  

23 

Pastor Chip’s Day 

at Moorhead 

24 

Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Ser-

vice at Bethesda 

at 7 P.M. 

St John @ 5 P.M. 

25 

26 

NO SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 

 

10:30 AM Wor-

ship 

27 

8 PM  AA /Alanon 

Pastor on Vaca-

tion this week. 

 

28 29 30 31  

       

Worship is live streamed on Bethesda Church facebook page. After service, it is posted on our website www.stjohn.bethesda-lutheran.org. 
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December Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Bethesda Lutheran Church 

703 Pine Street 

Moorhead, IA   51558 

   Bethesda Members extend their love and prayers to 

everyone with Birthdays and Anniversaries this month!  

May God continue to bless you this year and always! 

 

Dec 3 - Diane Kalskett 

Dec 6 - Jaycee Kuhlman 

Dec 8 - Benjamin Monahan 

Dec 15 - Lisa Solberg 

               Aiyana Bowman 

Dec 23 - Nick Johnson 

                Mike Johnson 

Dec 24 - Donnie Koch 

Dec 28 - Stephenie Johsnon 

 

 

If you know of birthdays or anniversaries that can be 

added to our list, please let Pastor Chip or Susan know. 

      

 

 

 

    

 

Bethesda’s Website  
Check it out at: 

www.stjohn.bethesda-lutheran.org 

You will find Newsletter information, pictures, direc-

tions and other information posted there.   You can 

also find St. John’s information there as well.  

 
 

 

Join Bethesda On Facebook...  
The church has two sites...one regular page for 

church photos, and a group page for church events, 

and possibly discussions and more. To join the page 

search for “Bethesda Church” and “Friends of Be-

thesda” Then simply ask to join the group...if you 

have already joined, please invite other Bethesda 

friends in your Facebook friends list. 

 

 

If you or someone you know needs help through this 

difficult time of COVID19, please reach out to Pastor 

Chip, a board member, friend, or neighbor. It doesn’t 

matter if it is for food, financial assistance, or just 

someone to talk to and listen.  We are in this togeth-

er! We want and need to help each other!! 


