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I remember watching Jack Klugman portray a medical examiner in the television show Quincy, M.E. He 
was always the person who looked beyond the obvious to find clues that would help everyone under-
stand what was really going on. I like the show. Maybe it was because my dad was a police detective and 
had spent time teaching me to observe the things around me, gather information and only when a pattern 
emerged, begin to make a judgement about what was happening. 

That skill, calling on observation and patience, is an important part of my story—and is a key part of our 
story as people of faith. We look for clues of God’s presence in the ordinary places in our lives. Each 
glimmer of hope, each expression of kindness, each timely coincidence may be the quiet whisper of the 
Holy Spirit encouraging us to trust in the God who calls us beloved children. 

All around us there are voices that try to convince us our story is one of scarcity, of futility, of vulnerability 
and powerlessness. Those voices are loud, they are distracting, they are overbearing. Advent, however, 
is a gift from God that allows us to be in a place of peace, a place of tranquility, a place where the seem-
ingly impossible is in fact reality. 

Who could have predicted that centuries of divine patience would find its ultimate expression in the baby 
of a young couple, far from home? 

This Advent, we are invited to see God’s purpose in Jesus and in our own lives, to experience the power 
of his presence and bring it to those who long for hope, to give thanks for his patience and pray for more 
of it in our own actions and finally participate in proclaiming the angels’ “good news of great joy.” 

May our journey through Advent bring us to deeper trust in the God who calls us beloved. 

Pastor Chip 
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 Have you ever wanted to make 

family devotions part of your families 

daily routine.  Have you ever wanted 

quick and easy devotions that you 

could do with your child before bed and 

maybe use to help them talk about the 

day and learn how to pray?? Advent 

starts on Sunday, Nov. 28th. Luther 

Seminary provides a wonderful free 

Advent devotional every year.  It can be 

downloaded and printed off for free or 

you can sign up to have the daily ad-

vent devotion sent to your email box 

each day.  To get this great devotion, go 

to the following web site: 

https://www.luthersem.edu/advent/ 

Advent Devotions... 

      Come join us  
Sunday, December 12  

at 12:00 Noon 
for “Prayers Around the Manger” 

at the historic Dunham Nativity Scene 

 

the corner of 2nd & Remsen, Dunlap IA 
open everyday from 12 Noon to 8:00 PM 

Please join us on Christmas Eve to celebrate the 

birth of our Savior, who was born in a manger 

and whose coming fills each day with the promise 

of new life!  Mark your calendars now and plan to 

attend! 

December 24th 

5PM—St. John Lutheran Christmas Eve Candle-

light Service. 

7PM—Bethesda Lutheran Christmas Eve Candle-

light Service 

 

 

Check out the “giving tree” in entry way hall.  

It will be filled with ornaments that are gift 

ideas for families and community members 

in our area. Look through the ornaments, go 

shopping for a gift, wrap it and secure the 

“gift ornament” to the top of the box so we’ll 

know which person the gift is for, then return 

it to church by Dec. 19th . We will deliver the 

gifts to the family before Christmas.  Your 

gifts will make Christmas a bit brighter for 

kids and families who could really use a little 

extra support and love.  If you have ques-

tions, please ask Kris Petersen about this 

project.  Thank you Kris, for organizing our 

giving tree! 

Can you believe that 2021 is drawing to a close?!?  As this year ends 

and a new one begins, it is time to reflect on the year of ministry that 

we’ve journeyed through together as a congregation and prepare and 

plan for the year to come.  Our Congregation’s Annual Meeting does just 

that.  Each year we put together an annual report to help us with this 

process.  Each committee/group within the congregation is asked to 

submit a summary of their activities and work for the annual report.  It 

takes a while to compile all of this information, so it would be great if 

report information could be submitted to the church office by Sunday, 

January 2nd.    Reports could also be sent by e-mail to:                     

stjohnlutherandunlap@yahoo.com  Thanks for all the ways you have con-

tributed to the ministry of our congregation. 

The annual meeting date has not been set yet, but will be the end of 

January.  

Annual Reports Needed by January 2nd 
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Church Council will be in need of two  new member 

for the next two years. Please consider and pray 

about this opportunity. It might be right for you. If 

interested please contact a current council mem-

ber. 
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                      St. John Lutheran Church Council 

                          Meeting minutes 

Date: 11/17/2021 @ 6:00pm at St. John 

Roll call: The following person were present @ St. John Lutheran Church, Dunlap, Iowa.         Jake Scha-

ben, Michelle Garside, Kris Petersen, Becky Berens, Steven Wingrove,  

 Tom Heistand, Pastor Chip, and Mary Arndt. 
 

Devotions: 

Michelle gave the devotion, and prayer.  

The October 2021 minutes were reviewed.  Motion to approve the minutes; minutes were approved by 

Steve and Becky 2nd all in favor. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Becky reviewed the financial statement with the group. Becky stated, “nothing major.” Becky stated, she 

paid Dewy Mumm $836.00 for the work at the parsonage. This check was written from the Parsonage 

fund. Michelle suggested sending Dewy a Thank you note.  Dewy did an exceptional job! 

Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report, Kris approved, Michelle 2nd, all in favor. 
 

Pastor’s Report: 

Pastor Chip- Pastor shared that 38% of pastors have thought about getting out of ministry in the past 12 

months.  

 Thank God, that Pastor Chip was not one of them!  

Pastor stated, “he gives thanks for two congregations who are focusing beyond themselves in a period of 

time when the focus is so self-centric. 
 

Pastor shared a handout “Gift of the Season” to (welcome community members to St. John) this will be 

handed out during the drive thr-fall dinner. This will share St. John’s Mission Statement of “Share the joy 

of hope now” especially during the Advent season and after, with an enhanced online presence. 
 

Upcoming Worship-Liturgy is completed, words set to Christmas tunes. Bring a friend! Orientation to the 

messages about the Gifts of the Season.  Seeing to have messages that resonate with the realities of 

people’s lives and offer “the joy of hope now.” 
 

Christmas Eve Service- 

Friday December 24th @ 5pm 

Carols, candles, communion. 

We will need seven helpers for the processional. 
 

Pastor shared the progress of an enhanced online presence. 
 

Pastor shared his outline and ideas with Council Members of Epiphany Sermon series on “One Word” ex-

perience.  
 

Pastor will be on vacation December 25th-January 1st.  Council Members were all in favor of Pastor Chip’s 

vacation time. 
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 Lay Ministry: Kris 

Readers- scheduling 

Education: Michelle 

Sunday Fun Day- the next one is scheduled for 11/21/2021, yoga is on the schedule. 

The Christmas program is scheduled for 12/19/2021. “The Twelve Days before Christmas.” 

Property: Steve 

Steve talked with Mike Bonsall; we are on their list to get the lights on the steeple.  Mike told Steve he 

would have this done before Christmas. 

Steve has made a few calls for snow removal.  He has contacted Greg Brasel.  Steve stated, he was 

going to make a couple of more calls. 

Property Concerns that were brought to Council Members attention. 

The urinal in the men’s bathroom is in need of repair, and the back motion light is not working. 

Stewardship/Evangelism-Tom 
 

OLD Business: 
 

Sound System- Michelle stated we are trouble shooting to see if the issue is the speakers, or micro-

phone causing the issue. Michelle has talked with Dick Bonsall to see if we can isolate the issue.  Da-

mon and Pastor’s Microphones have been changed out. We need to investigate a little more to isolate 

the issue. 
 

Sanctuary Seating- Discussion of new seating chairs vs/pews and cushions, and new flooring, for the 

sanctuary.  Jake stated we have not had a lot of response to the survey that was in the November 

newsletter.  Michelle and Tom suggested making copies of the survey to have available for folks to fill 

out. Copies will be available for members. Members can also drop a message on Facebook, or email 

stjohnlutherndunlap@yahoo.com, your input is important, and we want to hear from you! 
 

COVID  

We are back to semi normal, using ushers, and having communion up front. 

St. John will continue to provide masks, and hand sanitizer. We will continue to pour for Communion for 

now. All Council Members agreed and were in favor. 
 

A discussion to wear masks during the Staley’s drive through dinner took place. All Council members 

agreed that masks will be optional.  
 

Fall Dinner- A discussion, and a review of items needed took place to ensure we have a successful din-

ner! 
 

Advent Service format- We will begin and end with a contemporary song. 
 

New Business: 

Next Meeting- December 15th @ 6:00pm. 
 

Motion to adjourn the meeting by Michelle and 2nd by Kris followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, Mary Arndt 

about:blank
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Service Schedule  

December 5th Communion Service 

Greeter: Karen Giovannetti  

Lay Assistant: Morgan Wadsworth 

Usher: Tom Heistand and Steven Wingrove 

Acolyte:  

December 12th Communion Service 

Greeter: Karen Giovannetti 

Lay Assistant: Michelle Miller 

Usher:  Leonard Miller and jay Petersen 

Acolyte:  

December 19th Communion Service  

Greeter:  Helen Miller 

Lay Assistant: Becky Berens 

Usher:  Leonard Miller and Steven Wingrove 

Acolyte:  

December 24th  5pm Christmas Eve   

Candlelight Communion Service 

Greeter:  

Lay Assistant:  

Usher:  

Acolyte:  

December 26th Worship Service 

Greeter:  Michelle Garside 

Reader:  Kris Petersen 

Usher: Jay Petersen 

Acolyte:  

December Birthdays 
Ian Garside   Dec. 03 

Nick Gambs   Dec. 05 

Justin Heiman   Dec. 07 

Gordon Foss   Dec. 08 

Mick Olmstead   Dec. 09 

Barb Foss   Dec.  13  

Hagen Heistand    Dec. 17 

Mason Boysen   Dec. 18  

Helen Miller   Dec. 18 

Greg Schultz   Dec. 18 

John Hein   Dec. 24 

Jeanyce Hansen   Dec. 26 

Ken Hicks   Dec. 28 

Altar Care Committee: 

Chairmen: Karen Giovannetti and Linda Hicks 

Altar Colors:  

Dec. 6, 13, 20—Blue 

Dec.  24 & 26 —White 

Communion Dates: Dec. 6, 20 & 24  

Responsibilities: changing the paraments, setting up communion and arranging fellowship hour on Sundays.  

The Lay Ministry Coordinator arranges the schedule a month in advance.  Scriptures readers will be receiving a copy of the 

readings in the mail soon. Please mark your calendars and plan to serve.  If you are unable to serve that day, please consider 

finding a replacement and letting Kris Petersen know.  

Sincerely, Kris Petersen, Lay Ministry Coordinator 

Church Council Monthly Jobs...  

Thank you to everyone for serving on church council. Council members 

have signed up to serve in the following ways. Thanks for completing 

these important tasks.  

December Service Schedule:  

Snacks and Devotions: Mary Arndt  

Offering Counters: Mary Arndt and Becky Berens  

January Service Schedule:  

Snacks and Devotions: Becky Berens 

Offering Counters: Steven Wingrove & 

St. John Lutheran Church Women 

Its time to put together a new WELCA Book for the upcoming 

year! Many thanks to everyone who has served on the many  

committees that serve and care for our congregation. Would you 

be willing to serve on the same month next year?  Take time to 

review the WELCA Book form this year and please let Linda know 

if you need to change were you serve for next year by December 

19th.    
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Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we pray for the church, the world, and 
everyone in need. 

 God our creator, you show us the path of life. Bless faithful people everywhere with humility as they extend com-

passion to those who have experienced harm in religious spaces. Cultivate healthy congregations that tell of and 

enact your reconciling love.  

 God our stronghold, you are present amid disaster. We pray for those affected by natural disasters. Come to the 

aid of all survivors of earthquakes, famines, floods, hurricanes, and wildfires, and the first responders who support 

them. Calm their fear, supply their need, and be the solid ground beneath their feet.  

 God our ruler, you write your law on human minds and hearts. Give wisdom to all elected leaders and officials to 

govern with insight and compassion. Make them mindful of the well-being of all people so that your world will 

flourish.  
 We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without homes facing severe weather, for those who 

are unemployed or underemployed, and for those in poverty or facing food insecurity. We thank you for the Mondamin and 

Dunlap Food Pantries and ask your blessing on all they serve. Relieve their burdens, sustain their bodies, and ease their 

minds.  

 God, our healer, we give you thanks for all who labor for the health of others. Send healing and relief to all who are sick. 

Especially we pray for the healing of those connected with our congregations; those connected to Bethesda: Gordon, 

Gabriel, Christian, Izaiah, and Amy,  Darlye Lauritsen, Jay Lindsey, Kathi Aubry, Todd Pape, Steve Hein, Lenyce Law-

renceson, and those connected to St. John:  Elayna Caruthers, Rachelle Tucker, Karen Cadwell, Audrey Androy, Matthew 

Nickel, Clara Berens and Deb Gaul and those we name in our hearts or on our lips.  Send us to them with encourage-

 

At Bethesda 

Lenyce Lawrenceson       

At St. John  

Jim Berka  Ed DeLozier 

Audrey Gorham  Sam and Diane Jacobs 

Russ Miller  Pam Odland 

Jodi Klein  Jan Behm  

Ron Bishop  Pat DeLong 

Joel Berka  Arlene Eisermann  

Cheryl Rath  

Grant Gorham New address:   111 Garfield Plaza #512 

                                               Cincinnati, OH 45202  

OUR LONG-TERM PRAYERS 

Each week we lift up each other in prayer.  Sometimes the need for prayer continues for extended periods of time.  As a church family, we 

care about those long-term needs.  Please continue to keep these individuals and families in your prayers as they deal with long term ill-

nesses and life changes.  Also, please keep Pastor Chip and the office updated so the congregation knows when extra prayers are needed. 

 



St. John Happenings-

December 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1Pastor on 

vacation       

    

 

2Pastor in  

Moorhead 
3 4 

5 8:45 AM    

Worship with Holy 

Communion 

6 7 8Pastor in        

Dunlap          

5:00 PM Confir-

mation           

6:00 PM Blast 

9Pastor in  

Moorhead 
10 11 

128:45 AM 

Worship with Holy 

Communion 

13 14 15Pastor in        

Dunlap          

5:00 PM Confir-

mation           

6:00 PM Blast 

16Pastor in  

Moorhead 
17 18 

198:45 AM 

Worship with Holy 

Communion 

20 21 22Pastor in        

Dunlap          

5:00 PM Confir-

mation           

6:00 PM Blast 

23Pastor in  

Moorhead 
245:00 PM 

Christmas Eve  

Worship with 

Holy Commun-

ion 

25Pastor on 

vacation 

26Pastor on 

vacation 
27 28 29 30 31  


